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| Suſpicious ! horizon deter- 
mined my viſit to the Lea- 4 
ſowes in a chaiſe---in paſſing a 
dreary waſte, that ſeemed to extend 8 
itſelf on either ſide me to a great 
diſtance; I could not help fancy- 

ing myſelf, particularly in one 

place, ſurrounded by the diſmaleſt 

hi 9 Scotland ever Produced 


4 2 not 
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not even a folicary 1 tree, animal, 
or bird whatever, were viſible --- | 
no enlivening ſcenes of cultiva- 
tion, far or near, to divert the eye 
---2 bleak hoary deſart all! But 
in emerging from it, one of the 
moſt chearful ſcenes I ever beheld, 
| roſe upon me, and I enjoyed it. --- 
1 ſtopped a ſhort time at Hagley ; 
hen the fun ſoon after diſpel- 
ling the foggy vapours, gave the 
morning ſuch an agreeable turn, 
khat 1 leaped with ardour from the 


effeminate indulgence of a carri> 
age, and welcomed my feet, deter- 


mined to put them upon the office 
nature deſigned; and whether it 
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e genteel, or not genteel, right, 


or wrong, low, laughable, or ab- 
ſurd; ſo long as I am bleſſed with 
health and ſpirits, and have limbs 
ſufficiently athletic to ſupport it, 
walking I ſhall ever perſevere in. 


Four miles is but a trifling line 
to thoſe who know how to emo 
a4 walk. | 


_— ſkirted the ſtraggling village, 


and purſued the great road between 
the poliſhed beauties of the Witch- 
berry grounds, and the park ; look+ 
1ng on one then on the other; 
enjoying both in leiſure and de- 
light. When 1 had gained the 


ſummit 
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ſuramit of the hill, I turned, 4 
moment, to indulge a tranſient view 
of the fineſt country my eyes ever 
looked upon; and then proceeded 
along an excellent road, bounded 
ſometimes by woodlands; ſome- 


times open to an extenſive, buſy . 


5 proſpect; at others by fields, in 
the higheſt ſtate of cultivation: 
not a ſpot is ſeen, but ſmiles by 
che hand of induſtry, 1 in the richeſt 


verdure: even the lofty brow of 


Clent, is dreſſed in the ſame vivid 
robe, and capable of affording | ſuf- 
_ ficient proviſion to ſuſtain” thoſe 
| numerous groupes of ſheep which 
are ſeen conſtantly to browſe alon 8 


its 18 85 ſides. W bots 
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- On my appfoach to Hales-Owen, 
I ſtood in pleaſure for a conſider- 
able time, contemplating the va- 
riety of landſcape before me. 
It was here I firſt looked upon the 
groves and hanging fields, once 
the paternal inheritance of the hoſ- 
pitable, the generous, and the im- 
mortal Shenſtone !- whoſe. private 
.. Character did ſo much honour to 
| humanity; whoſe public one, in 
the literary world, as a poet, and a 
man of conſummate knewigh, 
ranks ſo eſtimable; 3 and to 
N whoſe exquiſite taſte is wholly ow- 
ing, the inimitable beauties, that 
niſe in | PRE 


The 
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be day was yet young; 1 
therefore, in paſſing the ſmall 
town of Hales-Owen, took a 
Night but neceſſary repaſt, and 
after travelling about half a mile 
_ along the road leading to the large 
and opulent town of Birmingham, 
a ſhady, pleaſant lane on my right, 
led me into a ſteep gloomy glen, 
covered with trees, to a rude wall, 
where a ſmall gate, over-arched 
with ne, Pproclaimed 


The PRIORY WALK. 


The moment I entered this quiet 
and ſequeſtered valley, the ſuper- 


fy The ſeat of f Edward Horne, 4. 
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lative genius of Shenſtone ſtood 
confeſſed on every object, and 


ſtruck me with ſilent admiration. 
— I turned to a bench under the 
bſorbed, with the 
charms of a caſcade, ſo powerfully 
conducted in the very image of na- 
ture herſelf, plunging down 4 bed 


wall, and fat ſo a 


of ſhelving rock, and huge maſſy 


ſtenes, that, for a long while, my 
attention was loſt to every thing 
elſe I ſtrove to find out wWwhert 
the hand of the deſigner had been, 


but could not — ſurely nothing 


was ever held to the eye ſo incom- 


parably well executed !---and if 
we add to it its analagous accom- 


, Panuments, of bold ſcarry ground, 
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rough entangled thicket, cluſter- 


ing trees, and ſudden declivities ; I 


cannot but be perſuaded, it is al- 
together one of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed ſcenes that ever was formed 
by art. Nor will you be leſs 
pleaſed, as you take a glance down 


the lowly, intricate dingle, with a 


perſpective of the ſpire of Hales, 
viſible through a leafy break ---- 
by the twiſting meanders of the 
buſh - ſided rill; and even by the 
akward rough wall itſelf. . 


4 ſtepped to another ſmall bench 
at a few. paces diſtant, where I 


thought the beauty of the caſcade 


appeared yet more conſequential, 
| 4 5550 
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and chat by a glimpſe of a ſtone 
quarry, high among the trees, 
forming a romantic ne. 
 precipice above the head of the 
water a fear, which, though 
purely accidental, Proves a noble 
appendage; and if more of it were 
ſeen, it would render the ſcene 1 
more admirable. 


4 or on the back of the other 
6 bench, I read theſe lines, * | 


L 0+ bonds habitamus opacis, | 
W foros. <4: praja: recentia rivis. 


* It may be SAP" FRY to Gen you, chat 
Om * 1 as well as ſome others, 


Sa | | Unſettled 


- 
. 
7 
. 


we” 09 ABS MES FRA AAR ee 19 NY A 099, 
4 


us 7 A DESCRIPTION. or 
A - Unſettled: we remove 


55 Mann call from” verdant * to 


pete: Aer. 
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And hear the tives nil run n bubbling by. 
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; pleaſure, through” this Penſive 


and indeed ſeats, do not appear at 18 be- 


ing "either deſtroyed, | or worn out by time; 


it is, I have been eredibly informed, the fixed 


intention of the gentleman now in poſſeſſion 


of the Leaſowes, to reinſtate every of them, 


is in Mr. Shenſt6ne's time. — The knowledge 


of this, induced me to tranferibe them, as if 
they really appeared at the ſame places. In- 
deed, it would be robbing the Leaſowes of 


a part of its charms, N to 8175 or 
change them. ; 


4 N 


ſombrous 
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ſombrous valley, attentiye to all | 
' the various charms to its high 

ſwelling banks, ſtudded with lofty 
umbrageous trees, ſhrubs, and the 

Jively verdure of the turf, varie- 
gated with the hues of different 
field flowers to its rambling path 

oblique; and mazy current, ſteal- 
ing ſmoothly along the bottom, 
or checked by little abrupt falls, 
gurgling among the ſtones; or 
liſtening to the ſoothing notes of | 

the latent reed ſparrow : — ſome- 
times the hoary trunk of an ancient 
oak will half project into the path, 
with its heaved- up root running 
acroſs; another will affectedly ſtand 

in the very middle of it.— This, I 

| B « 7 _ preſume, 


wa” . 
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preſume; is meant to give. it a 
more perfect air of ſimplicity: but 
a man of the niceſt taſte, may loſe 
Himſelf in aiming at too great 4 
diſtinction in this reſpect, or any 
other, and fall into the very error 
he is ſo cautious to fhun. How- 


ever pleaſing this novelty in the 
priory walk may be to ſome; it is, 


in my opinion, unnatural and ab- 


furd. Inſtead of being ſtruck with 


ißs ſimplicity, I ſaw nothing but 
the moſt evident affectation of it; 
and could not but conclude, that 
the deſigner, meerly for the ſake of 


the whim, did it at the expence of 
is better Wee [ OY 


- + 
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The oppoſite ſide of this truly 
| A receſs, unfortunately was 
not the property of Mr. Shenſtone, 
therefore always lay in its natural 
ſtate; yet appeared perfectly in cha- 
racter, mantled cloſely by buſhes, 
and a running grove of oaks : but 
it has ſince undergone ſuch changes 


from the licentious fury of the axe, 


that many of its former beauties 
are, I fear, irreparably deſtroyed. | 

On emerging from the ſerene 
melancholy gloom of the Priory 
walk, a ſemicircular piece of water, 


minding into another valley that 


riſes from the oppolite ſide of the 
4 farm, is s generally much admired ; . 
5B 4 as / 


. 
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28 is the landſcape, gradually open- 
ing as you approach the pool; of 
: few parts indeed, but makes a. 
Pretty lively picture, Hales ſteeple, 
wood; paſture, ſome houſes, and 
en agreeable range of country, 
W with the lofty bills of Clent. 


3 S 4x 


Before 1 take you PEO this gay, 
and entertaining ſpot, I cannot 
avoid noticing, how much it is to 
be lamented, that the ingenious 
Shenſtone was not the proprietor 
of the land, below the outer boun- 
daries of the water. It is true, he 
was the firſt deſigner of this pool; 
the currents from the two- valleys, 
from the right and left, meeting 


26 * Bs here, 


＋ 


here, ſeemed to call for ſuch an 
embelliſhment. He made it, but 
1 have reaſon to ſuſpect, it never 


afforded. him much pleaſure : his 


diſcerning eye carried him farther 


for ſuch an operation; and had he 


not been limited, we very probably 


might have ſeen here a very ſolid 


proof of his taſte and genius; for 


though the preſent lake appears in | 
as great perfection as it ever can, 
one need only look over it, into 


the rambling deep glen below; to 
be confirmed, that nature pointed 


to that-place, for the receptacle of | 


; theſe little brooks. _ 


-- 


But while! ſeem, though reluc- 
gantly, to throw a ſhade over the 
= 3” 
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ſite of this water; I forget it is the 
boundary of the farm; and that 
neceſſity compelled the owner of 
it to ſecure his property, either by p 
water, or fence, and certainly the 
firſt has the advantage of the other. 
Ee Yet remove the obſtacle ; ſüp- 
poſe the grounds mentioned, 
Mr. Shenſtone's; and let us ſee 
what would have ariſen from ſo 
refined a * as he . 


- 


2 white I dare to rake the 
| pencil of ſo great a genius, and pre- 
ſume too, to conclude he would 
have done nearly the ſame ---- the 
ſubſtitute of the pool to be a caſ- 


cade, e che two. conjoined 
5 5 } - ripuletsy 
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rivulets, down disjointed fragments | 


of rock into a ſtream that would 
ſtretch itſelf up the deep glen be- 
low: not meant indeed to be viſi- 
ble here; to have its murmurs play 
upon the ear only, would be ſuffi. 
COON amuſing. | 


Ar that point where we have a 
glimpſe of the pool without ſeeing 


the dam, an arch, ſimple” as the 


Priory ſtream itſelf, would croſs it: 


we ſhould then wind up the ſteep 


ſide of a bank, well planted, and 
in continuity to an airy knole 
beyond, where landſcape ſhews it- 
{elf moſt ſtrikingly, heightened by 


2 ha hn and irregular ſheer of 


water 
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water ---- theſe” chearful features, 
ſoon after, would be loſt, in a deep 
and dreary chaſm ; when an antique 
wooden bridge thrown over it, at 
an admirable water-fall, that plun- - 
ges down a natural precipice of 

rock, into a ſtill deeper and more 
ſavage one, would lead to a change 

as different as unexpected. . 


Sudden tranſiti ons from one ex- 
treme to another, catch the atten- 
tion, and always render them more 
agreeable. A ſprightly, buſy, . 
and domeſtic ſcene, would ſucceed 
the - ſolitary opening to a neat 
houſe on a riſing lawn; from whence 
| the * would keep along | the 
* 


{ 


THE LEASOWES. ar 
edge of the perpendicular ſided 
ehaſm, to a ſeat, where the eye 
vould reſt upon a profuſion of vas 
fiety----a caſcade roaring within a 

deep rocky cavern a bridge 
| the high road, winding up a hill --- 
and a woody valley; on the 
other hand, under a mountain of a 
dam, that would be cloſely buſhed 
with the Wevmouth pine and pines 
_ aſter, the large wheel of a mill, 
Perpetually driving its frothy cur- 
rent down a narrow channel, col» 
lecting, and forming with that from 
the chaſm, the neck of a river, run- 
ning under the W. e into a «oo 
below. i 
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The walk from hence would dip 
into the irriguous area in front, 
and wind within the plantation of 
pines, up to a full and delicious 
view of the caſcade, I ſubſtituted 
" inſtead of the pool, burſting from 
the junction of the before -menti- 
oned ſtreams, down a promiſcuous 5 
ſhelve of rock, into the extremity 


of a ſeeming river, between the 


_ gloom of interwoven thicket and 
trees, feathering the chanting £ ades 
"TW | ob dae 

A ſtep or two from hence, to a 
bridge croſling the narrow neck of 
a pool, would immediately change 
the ſcene from the rage and fury of 


8 þ 6 
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4 | 


cataract, to a calm, ſpacious, and 


ſeemingly unbounded ſheet of wa- 
ter; when after paſſing the bridge, 
the path might dire& over ſome 
hilly ground, through well-de- 


ſigned plantations, into the valley _ 


IJ am now going to conduct you. 


From the ſeat 1 left you at, to 
give you ſome idea of the variety 
ſuch an operation would add to 


the Leaſowes; the path curls moſt 


agreeably round the margin of the 
pool, and enters the lovely, ſiſ- 
ter valley of the Priory; where, 
though the Naiades do not diſcover | 


ſo many of their charms, through „ 


an ww. trick of the i 
ſurpriae 
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ſurprize us, in a-ſubſequent ſcene 
with them, in all their faſcinating 
powers, you may poſſibly find 
yourſelf, in the contemplation of 

its chaſte ſylvan character, n | 
er. eee 


"VS a fnall Seek. kat 
every object is entirely ſhut out, 
ſave an amphitheatre of trees, on 
the oppoſite ſteep bank; you ap- 
proach another, which takes in at 
once the whole of the rural valley. 
—Here you will find theſe lines : Xx 


Huc + O Melibcee! caper tibi wn 
N hoedl ; ; | | 
Et fi quid cellare pores, requieſe c ub umbra. 


——— . 
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- --*- Hither, Melibeeus, halte, 


Safe arethy goats and kids: one idle hour. 


Come waſte with me beneath this 
bowr = 


: . 
£F- 5 
* 5 


„ 
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That much attention has been 


paid by the deſigner to the genius 


of this part of the Leaſowes, is vi- 
ſible wherever we tread; and by 
that diſtinction, it is rendered one of 


the moſt agreeably finiſhed receſſes 
theſe nne have the power of 
affording. -The hanging decli- 


| vities that ſurround the whole val- , 
ley, naturally mark it for obſcu- | 


rity; and theſe, by being mantted 
with tall foreſt trees, and thicker, 


happily co-operate in giving it a 


wed ror cvey 
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n. more —— 
granting becoming chearfolnes. 


The ſpace left uy 10 * varied 
ap, Hutline, is à rambling glade, 
; widening into a circular area, run- 
ning up and ending i in a bold ſweep 

of wood, in which the eye is led 
0 a ſtatue of a piping Faunus, | 

; fancifully glancing within a break. 
of the trees. Hence we learn 

4 that part of che dell 9 be dedi- 
cated to the rural deities ---plen- 

|  fingly reminding us of choſe ex- 
1 curſive flights of poetical inven- 
tion, giving revelry and dance to 

Fe soch and his jolly crew 
% ͤ 8 
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| while on the other hand, che bft 
murmurs of à rill/ and a lone urn 
in a ſolitary noni, have equal power 
to call the mind from feſtivity to 
ſolemn meditation, and to fill it 
with thoſe tender feelings, of which | 
we are ſuſceptible, when any cir- 
7 cumſtance recurs, to revive the 
W of a loſt friend. 


a io, et amicitte 


lIEIAI SOMERVILLE, 
BITE oe G. S. poſuit 
| Debia ſpargens lacrima favillam 


Vatis amici. 


To the genius and friendſhip - 
Of WILLIAM SOMERVILLE, 
ko William Shenſtone erected this urn, 
Sprinkling with tears the aſnes 
Of his poetical triend. 


C2 - Novelty, 


_—_ 
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1 Novelty, the moſt unexpected, 
f =. accompanied me wherever I ſtep- 
4 ped: I no ſooner leſt this ſcene of 
entertainment but another at | 


The WooDHoOUS E 


among a thick plantation 10 cel. 
nuts, larches, and willows, fixed 
me delighted, as well as in aſto- 
niſhment, | at the genius of the de- 
figner, who could ſo eaſily call! in, 
1 from the inſignificant place it once 
WW. was, ſo much Ne and ; invention, 


{ns bold, artlef . in 1 che 
very life of nature, precipitately | 
raſhes down a rugged heap of 


doch we ä and cinders, at 
Fo eo 
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Feaſt one hundred and fifty paces, 
in a conſtant ſucceſſion of abrupt 
alls, till more calm, it finds its 
way in a ſubterraneous paſſage un- 
der the ſeat into the valley below-— 


I really find it the greateſt diffi- 
| ; culty in the world, even to attempt 
a relation, that ſhall convey-to yu 
che leaſt idea of its charms. ---= 

However, the intermediate ground 
riſes ſteeply, ſtudded with tall di- 
ſtinct oaks, and an urn extremely in 
character on each ſide the plung- 
ing torrent, from the bottom to 
the top, is ſeen cloſely connect- 
ed, a variety of different ſhrub- 
by buſhes, - alders, yes, aſbes, 
AM CE ſpindling 
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ſpindling among others of a more 
capacious bulk, the expoſed roots 
ef which grown over with moſs, 
running over, ſideways, or into 
the ſtream, have a: very ſingular 
appearance; nor will you leſs 
admire the wild diſorder” of the 
- Th: numerous trees that cloath the 
5 ee e tir mn wel : 
; grown, kg: and ae cke 
| — — — 
others touching it with, their very * 
branches thus promiſcuouſſy ir- 
regular, they not enly appear con- 
fuſion itſelf, but greatly add to the 
range groteſque: a ee of 
""_ FO PT It. 1 


| The 
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bed interweaving of the branch: 
Es of the trees, and-the diſpoſition 
of them form a kind of long ge- 
ehie areh, wich pendent foliage, as 
you have ſeen ivy from the breaks 
of an old ruin ---- and the water 
| — en the farthermoſt bert 


l only ae character 1 
* — of che {ing and. the 
Ces that it is out af the power 

of genius and. taſte to go. farther. 


1 believe every ſpectator who vi- 
firs this inimitable caſcade, quits 
it with the utmoſt regret; ---- for 
_w_ own Part, had I not been diſ- | 
NN ents. Cc eg:  tarbed | 
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turbed by one of. thoſe noiſy, .ridi- . 


culous parties, who come to view 
they know not what, J. cannot tell 


when I Won haue been dif: poſed 
io, leave e e gow 


3 £4. 846 © 51'S 
* 1 a, Ke. | 
VV „ Ares; 


p. 8. Wa "Ig you 
paſs from this admirable view, to 


of the glen if it be only to ob- 
ſerve how eren . of the 
| caſcade; 18 conducted. gan 2 
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T FEAR I hurry you along too 
_ haſtily, to give you more than 
a faint idea of this celebrated 
farm. In my laſt letter, I ſes 
you down. gazing, till your head 
was giddy, on the intricate falls 
of that beautiful u 

| to lord amen. os. bir 9 


C e duels 
3 rom this variegated ſcene of 
enchantment, which was. once 2 
common ſtaked hedge, with an 
unſightly dripping ditch only, I 
walked by the ſide of a well- con- 
cealed kitchen garden, made by 
| | the 
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„ A DESCRIPTION or 
che preſent poſſeſſor, Mr. Horne, 
through ſome fairy ground, up to 

the piping fan; the path taking 
an eaſy wave, on the edge of the 
beſdre - mentioned valley, where its 
- Sne ſlopes: uſed to be encumbered 

ich a rude patch ef gofs and: bri- 
ers; from hence running under 
an ample ſwell of foreſt-· ground, 
_ . covered with tkicket, furſe, and 
tall, ſpreading trees, you approach 
_ - the ſtatue, and to-that pleaſing ſcat 
| dedicated to Mr. Daddy 


| Come chin my friend, thy hiv wt 
7 - diſplay, 7, 
| Come, hear thy Faunys tune his ruſtic lay, 
Als rather come, and'in-theſe dells diſoun 
| The care of . ftrains, eee 
© . 
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- The ſcene from this ſequeſtered = 


Pg is the valley, forming itſelf 


into a deep irregular glade, held to 


the eye through a circular knot, of 
oaks, ſurrounded, and. confined. by 
accompanying woods, without a 


diſtant object: indeed, its own . 
_ graces are ſufficiently inducing, 


without your having a Weges 
* N tai W i. 


1. 


Av a bench l e * X 


8 is enlarged, diſcovering à 
glimpſe of water in the bottom, 
terminated "a a, dee 9 


| 415 was e has Wis) return 
aw made to the W 


4 4, wr et - — 
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genius of the place, Mr. Sh 
ſtone, ' for his | hoſpitality ;. a 
. Wi: humourouſly related by his in- 
genious friend, Mr. Graves, in a 
book, which in theſe days of ſpiri- 
tual Quixotiſm, ſhould be read by 
every one who regards the intereſts 
of the eſtabliſhed religion of his 
country. I mean the hiſtory of 
SGeoffry Wildgooſe, who, with his 
Sancho Pancha, really viſited Mr. | 
- Shenſtone, as. appears by the fol- 
n Wt. i 


wi % 507: 


Mr. Wildgoofs,: wal his . | 
nion, Jeremiah Tugwell, had now 
proceeded ſo far on their ſpiritual 
Pilgrimage, as t0 arrive at this 

Tele- 
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| cele brated Ferme Ornee, when they, - 


obſerved a gentleman in his own 
hair giving directions to ſome 


workmen; who on an accidental | 


turn of his head recognized his 
old academical friend, Mr. Wild- 
gooſe ; and with that warmth of 
benevolence, for which he was diſ- | 


tinguiſhed from ſome of his rich 


neighbours; inſiſted upon his ſtay- 
ing that night at the Leaſowes: 

which invitation Mr. Wildgooſe 

Was ſufficiently inclined to accept, 
though he had not been prompted 


to it by his fellow traveller, Who 
never was ſo cynical as to ſlight 


che leaſt ' overture that promiſed 
him the exerciſe of his grinders. 
8 VS $5 ol 5 — As 
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* A DESCRIPTION: OP | 
As they paſſed towards the houſe; 
Mr: Shenſtone pointed out to his 
friend, many of the beauties of his 
farm. He ſhewed him his caſ- 
<ades, and the reſervoirs that ſe- 
cretly ſupplied them his Virgil's 
| grove; his urns, ſtatues,” &c. <= 
He mentioned people o the firſt 
quality, and What he juſtly valued : 
much more, of the firſt taſte, who 
had done him the honour to viſit - 
the Leaſowes; informing him at the 
fame time, that he expected lord 
Duartmourh, and ſome other com- 
. s 


3 


As Wildgooſe "PO the ele- 
gance of Mr. Shenſtone" S taſte, he 


Q2-/ | 
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could · not but admire what he ſrw; 


obſerved, ſuch gardena were the 


moſt innocent of any amuſements; 


| as amuſements only; and not let 


them engroſs much of our. atten- 


tion; · that we. ought to ſpiritu- 


alize our ideas, not forgetting that 
the fall of our firſt parents was in 
the garden of paradiſe---- and that 


it was worth while to cnguire, how - 


far too violent a fondneſs for theſe 


things might interfere with our 
love of God; and attach us too 


ſtrongly to the things of this 


- 4 d % 
©: 3 © q * . - 7 N 5 5 1 
" . . 8 5 — — 
3 5 | This 
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enthuſiaſtie notions; which, he 


and which a romantic view of 


v⸗ 
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This gave Mr. Shenſtone an op- 
Fer of combating his friend's 


found, by his own account, had got 
the better of all filial affection, and 
had induced him to defert the ſta- 
tion in which his own choice, and 
his mother's approbation had fixed 
him — to ſally forth, and preach the 
goſpel, in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, 
without any other call than what a 
warm imagination had ſuggeſted, : 


converting. ſinners at Auge. had 
7s ou him to we. . 


The two Giends; 3 ſupped 
_ very amicably ; and, after 
N ; 


THE LEASOWEs. 4 
drinking a cool tankard, and talk- | 


ing over the days of their youth, 
which they had ſpent together at the 
univerſity, Mr. Shenſtone ſhewed - 
his friend into an elegant bed- 


chamber fitted up in the gothic 


taſte; contiguous to this, he lodged 


his truſty ſquire, and fellow tra- 


veller; and wiſhed. them a aol. 
nl _ (a+ | : 


44s 


As ſoon as o Mr. Shenſtone roſe 
in the morning (which was not 


Ty " 


always at an early hour) he went 


up to his friend's apartment to 


ſummon him to breakfaſt ; when, | 


to his ſurprize, he found both him 
and lis companion gone without 


9 HG 


42. A DESCRIPTION: OF | 
taking leave of him: and upon, 
Wildgooſe 8 table Was. left the * : 
loving letter: 


.« My good "el | 

5 <1 am.called hence by the S 
in the viſions of the night it was 
revealed unto me. 1 muſt own, 
that, .like the good Publius, you 
have received, and lodged me. 
| courteouſly, and my bowels yearn 
for your ſalvation. But, my dear 
friend, I am afraid you have ſet up 
idols in your heart : you ſeem to 
pay 2 greater regard to Pan and 
Silvanus, than to Paul and Silas. 
Lou have forſaken the fountains of 


the _ Lord, and hewn you out 
. ciſterns, 


THE LEASOWES. 3 
ein broken ciſterns, that wilt 


hold no water: but my conſcience -_ 


beareth witneſs againſt this idola- 
try. Bel boweth down! MNebo- 
ſtoopeth I have deliyered mine 
own ſoul, and I will pray for you 
nn 


| « I am your brother in the Lord, 
e 
This extraordinary letter, and his 
friend's departure, greatly alarmed 
Mr. Shenſtone: but going out to 
view his principal caſcade, he ſoon 
diſcovered the myſtery--- that his 
friend imagining he was too much 
affected with the fame of the beau- 
D 2 ties 


: 
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ties of his farm, had forced open his 
fluices, and emptied: his reſervoirs ; 
ſo that in a literal ſenſe, his ciſtern 
could hold no water, nor his caſ- 
cades make any figure that day; 
and what was more diſtreſsful, he 
had thrown down a leaden ſtatue 
of the piping fawn from its pe- 
deſtal; which was a damage that 
| could not. be repaired before the 
arrival of his illuſtrious gueſts. 


N 7 5 


Mr. Shenſtone was a little irri- 
tated at the firſt diſcovery of this 
incident, but upon reflection, could 
not forbear ſmiling at his old 
friend's frantic proceedings; and 
Y Jo n the r of the 

ä adventure 
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adventure would afford his gueſts 
as much entertainment, as a greater 
flaſh from his caſcades, or, as the 
view of his i improvements in more 
oo order. | 
1 „Thus fer che übthor of Geoffry 
Wildgooſe--- but we have a fur- 
ther inſtance of the pious 7 's 
. 1 Ho $2 7Þ 
on Mr. Shines de to his 
houſe from theſe provoking in- 
| ſtances of devaſtation, going into 
his kitchen, he ſaw, hung up by 
the neck in the chimney corner, 
his favourite old fiddle, which his 
muſical friend Mr. Pixell had the 
V day 
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day. before left upon the parlour 
table; On this heatheniſh inftru-. 
ment of carnality (as he called it) 
Br. Wildgooſe;” in his religious 
nage, had inflicted condign pu- 
niſhment; for after boring holes 
through the offending part, he 
ſtuck the briſket of it full of 


FO ſkewers : the ſight of which drew. 


F TRE n e 
- *. 2”, IV<> * 
” * 
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bas, ed 
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from the patient Mr. Shenſtone a 
charitable ſmile only with this apt 
allufion — Heu: pietas! heu, priſca 


4 
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Mr. Shenſtone would have been 
at a loſs to know the purpoſe of 
Mr. Wildgooſe's journey, if this 

CCC 
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aſked the houſe-keeper, whether 
he muſt not travel through Bir- 
| mingham, in his way to Sutton- 
Coldfield; for, he told her, he had ; 
left his mother to ſtarve upon mo- 
rality, to ſeek a young man who 
had brovght the goſpel to Sutton, 

and he wuſt 80 . to be cane 3 


"Panda: this digreſlion —-and vu | 
my pen reconduct you from the 
. Naiades of this arcadian farm to 
che Dryads, who now in winding 
ſtep led me in pleaſing contem- 
plation, acroſs the rural valley, un- 
der the canopy of cluſtering, ſilver 
trunked beeches, and up to an ob- 
ſeure corner, where I found a ſim- 
0 
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ple bench with theſe well-choſen | 
* Wy 


* 12 


1 gelidum nemus, 
Nympharumque leves cum fatyris chori, 
. populo - on 


* mine amid the breezy. grove, 
In facred ſolitude to rove; . - _ 
To ſee the nymphs and ſatyrs bout: f 
5 et hey through the mazy ground. ; 


. 


. FRANCES. 


There needed not theſe | 10 to 
warm the imagination, nor to ex- 
cite ideas, which the peculiar ge- 
nius of the place naturally inſpires: | 
indeed a little enthuſiaſm, if, it 
hang not about vou, ſhould be 
dourted for che more perfect en- 


Tn 


THE LEASOWES. a” 
joyment of ſuch claſſic ground —_ 


J felt it ſufficiently forcible with- 


out the courtſhip, and could not, 3 
for the ſoul of me, help thinking 
myſelf ſurrounded, as my eye glan- 


ced over the woody ſcene, by thoſe Do 


55 imaginary beings whom fable gives 
| life to, ſkipping about me, in wan- 
ton revelry, pointing to its charms, 5 


and welcoming me to their beloy- 
ed n. 


After lingerivg here for ſome 
time, I walked to another bench, 
where novelty met me, finely pen- 
ciled, in an unexpected pictureſque 
view of the priory, through a leafy 
window of a wood, covering the 

oppoſite 


Bw 
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ppoſite-ſide of the dell, forming, 
as it crouds into it, and up again 


to the laſt ſeat, a low area of lawn, 


where uſed to ſtand a handſome 


urn, that as an object, never had 


* 


any good effect, inſcribed R_ 
cally by Mr. Shenſtone to his bro- 


ther; — which, inſtead of tranſcrib- | 


ing, let me ſend you a few latin 
words I ſaw on an urn, once his 
own, in alittle garden atEdgbaſton. 


Ah, W W 3 7 7 
Ah. Naiades, Dryadeſque 3 
„ tenuiſtis RE 
Noſtrum Prædileddum Es 
* SEN STONE. 1 


| Which may be thus welas. 5 
242 EIT oY 
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O, faithleſs muſes. and ye guardian nymphs 
; Ol groves and ſtreams! - 
That on his pine top d hills, now ſhed your 
loud laments; 

Or fr his valleys hide your fruitleſs tears! E: 
Ho vain your cloſe embrace to ſhield 

Our much loy'd SHENSTONE from 
our common 11 | 


In 8 the laſt ſcene 
of a valley, ſo deſervedly celebrated 
for its variety, and which had given 
me ſo much delight; the path in 
the aſcent yields no proſpect, but 
what rather hangs heavy on the 
eye: it might be wiſhed if any im- 
provements took place, that the 
hint would be encouraged which 
Nature gives, of a ſubterraneous 
walk on the right hand of the 
| | fence, 


os Tr OT” 
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* fence, down | in a ſombre ſcene, ſad- : 
dened with ſome old trees ; from 
whence we might emerge to light, 
and the paſtoral inſcription at 
| Shepherd's buſh ; which though it 
truly ſays, Tranquil pleaſures, ne- 

ver cloy; yet it may be proper for 5 


me to make the poliſhed part of 


the farm, which we now approach, 
che _— of N — | 


LETTER 
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TE hos 9 oy con- 
fined within a range of. 
objeds, whoſe beauty reſults. 80 
ly from the happy taſte and genius 
ol the deſigner--- where every of 
his powers has been exerted, and 
where every operation wears ſo per- 
ſuaſive a dreſs in the ſtyle of natu- 
ral ſimplicity, and modeſt dignity, 
as to claim a N admiration. 


In i from the i ſcene, 
the aſcent ſoon. becomes exceed- 
4 + 5 5 ; ingly: 
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ingly bold: and though 1 obſerved 
to you, little appears at this place ; 
very intereſting ; yet the inequality 
of the ground will have ſome in- 
fluence ; and when wearied with 
many a tireſome ſtep, you poſſeſs 
that pleaſing relief, offered at 


SHEPHERD's BUSH, 


| where the acceptable face of vari- 
ety, ſhewn in a rich, extenſive 
country, ſo engagingly fills the 
eye, that you forget the toil of 
_ climbing to it, and the deadneſs o 
e aeg on 


1 It is here proſpect firſt opens in 
all its dignity; and with it you 


will 


4 
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Will find every accompaniment taſte 

can give in different changes, to 
vary the ſcene, through all the up- 
pat range of the Leaſowes. „ 
From hence, though the eye on- 

ty takes in-a part of the variety _ 
which appears from above, the va- 
riegated line before you has charms 
ſufficiently attractive to faſten it 
in delight. — Brierly hill chapel, 
over green fields, and rambling | 
woods, filling the adjacent valley, 
at the diſtance of about ſix or. eight 
miles, is. too viſible among the 
gay objects, not to merit your at- 
tention, ſo ſtrikingly is it ſurround- 
ed * a pictureſque diverſity of 
| hanging 


hd 
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hanging woodlands, ſloping hills, 
and valleys, intermixed with paſ- 


ture i in — . af; cul- 


1 
— 


F 1 


Alter dwelling for "RI time on 
this quaint mixture of landſcape; 
you will turn to thoſe paſtoral lines 
on the back of the ſcreen, which 


you will read with much ane 


4 


SHEPHERD, would chou ki obtain 
Pleaſure unalloy d with pain? 


| Joy that fuits the rural ſphere > 
Gentle ſhepherd lend an ear. 


Learn to reliſh calm delight, 
Verdant vales and fountains bright; 


Trees that nod on ſloping hills, 


Caves that echo tinkling rills. 


. IF 
. * : 
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If thou can't no charm ala Arte . 15 
In the ſimpleſt bud that hlous; o 4 40 
80, forlgke thy plain and fold, | 

Join the croud. and el for id 036 


Tranquil pleaſures never cloys 127 
Baniſh each tumultuqus joy: 

All but love for love inſpires 
Fonder wiſhes, warmer bres. 00, L 
Love, and all its joys mY mine 3 
vet ere thou the reins reſign, 

Hear what reaſon ſeems to Ply 
Hear attentiye, and obey. 5 


Crimſon leaves the roſe adorn, 

But beneath them lurks a thorn; 

Fair and flow ry is the brake, 
* Yet it hides the vengeful ſnake. 


D / a 


« Think not the; whole empty 1. 
+ Dares the fleecy garb deride, 
„ Think not the, who, light KOBE 


« Artleſs deed and fimple dreſs 
Mark the choſen ſhepherdeſs 'S 

« Thoughts by decency controul'd,” | 
Well conceiv'd and freely told. 


—_— 


— Senfe that ſhuris each conſcious air, 
Wit that falls ere well aware; 
8 Generous pity, prone to figh | 
If her hid or lambkin die. 


Let not lucre, let not pride, FIG $47 
Draw thee from ſuch charms alide ; | 


G Gentler paſſions triuwph here. 


ce ge e 


Have not thoſe their proper ſphere : << 
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The bloſſom buds, the fountain * 


Lo] to crown thy healthful board. 
All that milk and fruits afford. 


Seek no more · the reſt is vaian 
* Pleaſure ending ſoon in pain; 
« Anguilh lightly gilded o er: 
* Cloſe thy with, and ſeek no more.” 


| After paſſing a ſmall gate, I was 


led up the fide of a ſteep green 


hill, which I ſcaled with a panting 
heart,-to a formal groupe of Scotch 
| firs, that bears no relation to the 
character of the Leaſowes, with à 
fancy ſcat in the middle, formed 


n * 


\ 


ö 
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octagonally like the trees, carry= 
jag a A Lei or n ee 


4 To all friends round the Wickin 


And Mine the deſigner greatly 
5 ſupports his character in offering 
no obſtruction to the eye from 
roving at pleaſure over an expanſe 
equally magnificent and beautiful. 
----It is from this lovely hill that 
Wellington Wrekin, to which the 
inſcription alludes, a lonely, naked 
mountain, appears like a cloud, | 
touching an exceedingly diſtant 

borizon, in the midſt of a rich, and 
animated ſweep of country. 


| \ | f 5 
fri Ft But 
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But the more 1 part of : 
this graceful picture of nature, de- 
pends on objects nearer, and more 


viſible: on the Clent hills, 
riſing gradually from a woody 
bottom into two lofty ſummits --- 


W 


the Witchberry ground, with its 


tall obeliſk ; --- the ſpire, and town | 


of Hales, inveloped by ſurrounding 
hills, low in a beautiful, variegated 
valley, with intermingling groves, 
ſteep declivities, and green mea- 
dows --- to which we may add the 
whole ſweep of the Leaſowes ; ſer- 
pentining its water, fields, and 
hanging \ groves.. 


In ſuch a general aſſemblage of 
what may be ſtyled in landſcape, 


D 3 ſtrikingly 


* 8 1 
4 
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_ ſtrikingly great, deſcription knows 
not how to paint the minutiæ of 
it; but indeed were it attempted, ; 
the beſt would only make it barely 
comprehenſible, and that too, by 
involving the ideas in a diſagreea- 
ble confuſion. | | 


— 


Mr. 8 with a ſelect few, 

often uſed to enjoy a convivial 

| . , Hour within this circle, where the 
| 3 glaſs paſſed the friendly Shropſhire 
=_ .- ſentiment, To all friends, &c. in 
wit and ſocial merriment---in con- 
=. - verſation intelligent, manly, and 
j refined: in a language that 
| , would make the inſignificant petit 
maitre of the ton ſtand abaſhed, 


41 
$238 
4d 


- þ 19 

"qt 7 
hit 

2 n 47 - 


* 
' 


THE: LEASOWES. 6z 


and the © impudence of wealth,” 
ſo generally miſtaken by the fools 
of this world for ſenſe, dumb 
without a fon. . e 


An eaſy riſe now brought me in- 
to a rough ſort of quarry ground, 
on the loſtieſt eminence of the 
farm; where, in the midſt of a 
ſmall grove of alders and beeches, 

ſtands an ee wn called 


The GOTHIC ALCOVE, : 


On the back of which you will read 
theſe lines i in old black Nin . 


O you mat bathe in —— bliſſe, 
| Or toyle in fortunc's giddye ſpheare 5; 
Do not too raſhlye deeme amyſle, , 
Ol him that bides contcnted here. 

54 | Nor 
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Nor yet diſdeigne the rufſer ſtoale, 


Whicho eee eee 2 
Nor yet deryde the beechen bowle/ | - 
In which he quaffs the aa ſprings. . 


, Forgive him, if at eve or dawne, 


Devoide of worldly cark he lay: 


Or all belyde ſome flowerye lawne 


He waſte his inofcnlive daye. * 


. Sear pardonne u and ſtryf, 


If ſuch in courtlye haunt he ſee: 


Poor faults there beene i in buſye lyfe, 


2 


From whyche theſe peaceful Ow. 


are fre. Ld 


Tücke wodtl have appeared too 


viſible a ſameneſs in the features 


of the diſtant horizon here, had not 
the happy taſte of the deſigner, | 
5 ; 78 who 
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* well knew how acceptable. va- 
riety is, me in, and e * 


jects, ſo lach familiar to the eye. 


a ſtraggling groupe of trees, which 


one would imagine was dropped 6 
there by the hand of nature her- 


ſelf, are entirely ſnut out; as are 
likewiſe on the other, by the ſame 
device, the hanging wood, and 


part of the grounds. By this he 


ceding ſear, 


brings novelty ; and the proſpecl 


is equally as flattering, although 


the more diſtant objects . dreſs in 
the ſame direction as at the pre- 


>. 


"= E * i 
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But one F rather led here to ad- 
mire che domain irſelf '; —ſo paſto- 
| ral —fo rich its appearance — ſo 
hoxtiriant its fields and in cattle; 
for whom water, ſhade, and every 
_ domeſtic accommodation is ſeen 
for their ſe and — 
are - indiſporably as neceffary * | 
- finiſh it, as grove, hill, and lawn 
are to e ey R 


From this 3cHgheful Fimmirehe 
path gently deſcends under a hedge 

of branching oaks to another bench, 
' where no ſtroke of art has been uſed 
to hinder the eye from ranging over 

e and beautiful country. 
l BY Variety 


| n 
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Variety is abſolutely. endleſs: 


and though too great à ſimilarity 
in the objects, ſeen beſore from o- 
ther points, might excuſe me from 


keeping you long here in deſcrip- 
tion; yet, to be totally ſilent where 
nature opens ſuch a noble theatre 
for admiration, would be * 


x 


Afrer 8 upon the town 
ſcene, the Clent hills, Witchberry, 
and its tall column, Brierly hill 
chapel, over a thick gloomy wood, 


and barren waſte, the variegated 


valley - underneath, and the far- 
ſtretching ruſſet hills that terminate 


| the view---you will again mark 


* | 
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| the: beauties of the fore-ground ; 
where among the reſt--- the priory 
in a new light, once more ſalutes 
you emboſomed with trees, on the 
ſide of a ſheet of water--- the lawn 
about it fringed with groves wind- 
ing out of fight --- grounds riſing 
and falling, bounded by ſteeper 
hills and woodlands. with landſcape 
not unworthy the canvas of the 
aubleſt b 85 1727 
85 
1 On pant bun fed ww | 
a common high road; when imme- 
_ diately the ſcene changed to a cloſe 
view of rude declivities, wood; and 
rough thicker ground. The un- 
expected tranſition. afforded me 


211 much 


. 
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much pleafure; nor could I draw 
my eyes away, till I was called to 
a ſeat under the ſhady arms of a 
lofty. beech, where I read theſe ce- 
lebrated lines ah ee, | 15 1 


Hoc erat in votis; "modus agri non ita 


7 magnus, „ 

Hortus ubi, et tefto vitinus Jugis aqua 
Et paulum five fuper his'foret. Ave , 
| tius atque | 


: Du melius fecere -- — 

l often wiſh'd I had a farm, 
A decent dwelling fnug and warm; 
A garden, and a ſpring as pure 
As W . running by my ge 5 


a little ancient grove, 
hee at my leiſure I might rove. 
16300 The 
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The gracious gods to crown my bliſs, 
Have dk . and more than this. 


FRANGTS, os 


- Modeſt, 8 Shenſtone ! faid 
I, as I turned to fir down - thou 5 


—— — — * Fav as Eerie i q pe 72 aer * Wh "as - red > 
— p - 2 2 . 2 . _— _ 
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| waſt happy in thy wiſh; but thro' 
| litigious law-fuits, and an inſupe- 


3 . rable contempt for every thing that 
M tended towards avarice, difficulties 
. the ſerenity of thy mind, 
and poiſoned the pleaſures of thy 
life; which-to overcome, as well as 
enable thy moſt generous heart to 
exert the benevolence chat ever 
| warmed it, an addition was only 34 
| . wanted when the friend * to 
merit aroſe, and by his infivence, 


„The late Lord Lrrrzrrox. | 
obtained | 


i — —„Vç — 7 


- 
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obtained, and crowned thy utmoſt 
wifhes---- but, alas! death 1 inexora- 
ble, before thou hadſt time to ſhew 
how well ut was deſerved, blotted 
thee: from the Page of life. | 


"Again Fe: 1 3 af 
landſcape, as lifted up my eyes, 
burſt upon my view. Here you 
will find yourſelf fairly beguiled in- 
to a park. In looking over a ſpaci- | 
, ous ſloping lawn, where a few trees 
are careleſsly dropped, the houſe 
is ſeen in a fine light; from whence 
on the right begins fome glenny 
ground, filled entirely with alders, 
Poplars, and thicket, ending in a x 
. of large luxuriant beeches, Mr 


and 
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ai ith e eben, beyond = 
Which riſe furzy hills, joining a 
high hanging wood that runs in 
another direction, : along a ſteep 
declivity in great beauty while 
over the woody dingle in front, 
appear other green lawns, ſweep- 
ing from the foot of the declivity, 
decorated with a clump of firs, ſin- 
gle trees, and ſome in groupes, 
with handſome ſeats on the vun 
in ras of mw and Oy 


1 


arbn cannot but be extremely 
pleaſed with this gay ſcene, nor 
will you be leſs fo, at ſome other 
Touches in varying the outline ---- 
On carrying your eye to the left, 


one 
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one only of the Clent hills, riſes 
over a ſtraggling line of oaks, in a 
moſt ſtriking direction; the town, 
and other objects that were familiar 
at the laſt ſeat are excluded; but 
if the atmoſphere be free from va- 
pour, you will diſcover a finely di- | f 
verſified back ground in the woods 
| of Envil, and a rich ſweep of 3 
country, bounded by a chain ] 
mountains in lofty eminence, E 


As I purſued my amuſive walk, 
I thought the appearance of ſome 
hay” ricks gave a lively turn 60 
paſtoral ideas. ---- And now, in 

an obſcure corner, I approached a2 
5 „ SY mall 225 
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© finall gate, which led me on the 
| _ outſide of the farm; but let me 


| | . 4 6 1 * p 1 
a 2 2 6 5 ; | - ; ; 
make what I found there the ſub- 
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bowers of obſcurity; yet, you will 
find nature diſdains not to follow, 
accompanied with all her uſual 


graces ---- and appears, - dreſſed. | 


up by- taſte in ſuch, modeſt ele- 


gance, that, it is more than proba- 


ble, before we emerge again, the 
ſplendour of her more courtly at- 
tire, may not ſo far have won upon 


er. heart, but that you will be 


* 3 — 


nn 


HOUGH L an. now g. 
r ing to lead vou from the 
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ready to acknowledge her in the 
; garb of EO OE. as en- 

chanting. — 2 7 


My laſt letter I believe brought 
you to à remote gate that opens to 
the outſide of the farm. — And 
here appear objects in ſuch a ſavage 
t oppoſition to the preceding; that 
the idea of future pleaſures, I con- 
feſs is not very promiſing : but re- 

0 member you look not on the Lea- 
_ lowes; though you look upon 
; ground that requires nothing but 
the pencil, to give it full as much 
importance as any of the ſcenes I 
have led you through; and it is 
really much to be lamented that 

2s DIG ; = | , Mr. | 
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Mr. Shenſtone was not the Pro- 
r. e c forks oa 


— 


Green kills. deep glen, rugged 


ſeep declivities capriciouſly ming- 
lng, and rudely irregular, finely 


mantled i in ſome parts with foreſt 


trees a century old, and thicker, 


would have been no contemptible 


field for a farther diſplay of his 
genius. To have winded the 


path round the brow of a hill 


that eminently diſtinguiſhes itſelf 
for a ruin (which among all the 


variety we meet with, is wanting}. 


ſideling along the Higher ground 


e the ſhade of a thouſand | 


Fs trees, 


: 
is 

| 

| 

f 

- 
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trees, collecting in its ſolitary 


mae, objects the moſt pictureſque 
from the diſtant country, and at 
lengtn to have ſtolen into the Lo- 
ver's walk near the water, muſt have 
Sven to the Leaſowes a conſe- 
87 of the fiſt  diſtin@tion, 
But pethips now, it may not ba | 
thought the object it was formerly: 
every tree that uſed to ſtand ſo 
beautifully great, has long fince 
meaſured its length upon/the earth. 


lt was here, When the fell axe 


was brought, that the groans of the 
Dryades pierced. the ears of the 
_ Aid: Shinftone--—he heard 
_ favage "_ and * very 
| found 
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found of each pierced him to > his 
very viren, 


a "His ada. | however, 1 noturi thitand- 
ing he was debarred from ſhewing 


it in the manner in which his incli- 


nation might prompt him, no where 


is ſeen more ſtriking than in what he 
has done · he knew that to ſurprize, 


was to pleaſe; that in ſtarting from 


one extreme to another, would have 
all the effect he wiſhed for; and 
that his favoured receſs below, by 


the rudeſt approach, even to neg- 


lect, down the hedge fide, and 
through a glenny wilderneſs of 


halle, alder, and poplar, would by 


ſuch a circumſtance, be „„ 
£4.  _ mane 


| 
i 
Þ 
{ 
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more agreeably intereſting. ----I 
apprehend it is impoſſible for any 
man of taſte, not to notice the 
niceneſs of his judgment, after he 
has paſſed the dreary way, and finds 
5 e within che ſhady bowers of 


The LOVERS' WALK. 
T he moment you ſtep into this 
70958 ſcene of nature, you will 
ſtand in pleaſure and delight 
and conclude that no ſudden tran- 
ſition from the melancholy ever 
had a finer effect it is here the 
Naiades again welcome your ap- 
proach, and here, that variety, in 
all its inticing ſmiles, frolicks 1n 
" Gy" corner not . that you enter 
into 


"THE LEASOWES. 8 
into the ſplendid, but into a ſhady, 
far- winding receſs, formed for con- 


templation ---a receſs, where one 
would wiſh to linger, and to live. 


Ijhe principal object your eye is 
ted to, from the firſt bench, is a 
piece of water, that will ever ſpeak 
its ſuperior charms, from the great 
difficulty of knowing where to fix 
upon its bounds; ſo artfully has - 
the deſigner concealed them. On 
one ſide riſes a noble cluſter of 
beeches, rearing from the lawn 
their bulky trunks, entwining their 
arms in the luxury of foliage, 
and impending over the ſurface of 
che ſtream: while more en 
4 -. 
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bed of ſpindling alders and wil 

© lows, ranges to ſome ſcattered old 
| oaks, through which a perſpective - 


of Hales ſteeple, in the valley, 
bounded by woods, will not eſcape 
your notice. ---- A ray like this, 
darting into | obſcurity, is always 
pleaſing--- here in particular, and 
what I think is conſidered with 
much judgment. | 


is You will hardly know how to 
paſs from this amuſing ſpot, tho 
you be aſſured that every ſtep you 
take from. it, is accompanied with 
ſomething new and entertaining; 
particularly in the intricate form 
* * vater, which though not 
large, 


large, puzzles, and raiſes concep- 
tions of a real magnitude; and ſo 
various are its changes, that in a 
few paces you will be ready to de- 
termine it another. = Sometimes, 
as the path continues, you will at 
one place have another glimpſe of 
the ſpire; — again, through ſome 
natural breaks, a windmill, or a 
cottage, till you arrive at 


The ASSIGNATION SEAT. 

| Nerine Galatea! thymo- miki dulcior 
Hyblæ, #7 

Candidior cygnis, hedera formofiar alba! J 

Cum primum paſti repeterit e 
4 aun, . 

81 eee habet te cura, veniio. i 


O Galateal . 
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0 Galatea! nymph chan Heans, more 


* 


_ 


bright, 1 PR * 9 3 | * 


: More tweet than thyme, more : fair than 


ivy White: rx : 


When paſtur d herds at ev 'ning'ſ "eek * 


Nall, % | * 


| Haſte to my arms! nor ſcorn thy 1 lover s 


call. 0 9 
5 WARTOX. 


| The late bud of the Leaſowes, 


E fame fay true, though naturally 

: extremely. reſerved, even to baſhful- 

A neſs, when in company with the 
ladies, had, notwithſtanding, a heart 

5 too ſuſceptible to withſtand the ir- 
reſiſtible glances of acquieſcing ; 

? beauty ; - and 1 am inclined : 

| believe, he had been known fre- 

wy» to 5 tend a few of 1 lei- 


| 


THE LEASOWES: 1 


ſure hours here with a kævourite | 
nymph in amorous dalliance or 
ſo - But you know fame is not 
always to be depended upon 
Why may we not as well ſuppoſe - 
he meant only to ſhew by the deli- 
cacy-of his taſte, the local propriety 5 
of ſuch anjuſements; - and that this 3 
| place ſeemed the only one ſuitably 
adapted for the cooing of thoſe - 
fond turtles, who might occalion- 
ally meet here—to i 1 = 


For EY: own part I confel Ifele „ 

: its influence, and could not fitwith- bo | 

out indulging a thouſand agreeable BE j 
ideas — every thing around me | 
EN calculated to infuſe the ten» | 
Mts | deereſt, 5 4 
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_ dereſt, warmeſt. wiſhes — conceat- 
ment— delicious ſhade --- fpread- 
ing trees a calm, tranſparent 
ſtream to the ear, the ſoft me- 
lody of the -adzoining/ grove, and 
the diſtant nn of en rill. 


# 


1 8 A enen of 11 ar- 
cadian receſs, runs ſimilarly beauti- 
ful with the other. The parts are 
relative, though they often vary: 
you will find the lake now changed 


into a rambling rill, dropping art- 


leſsly from above, down rocky 
breaks: ſometimes dividing in its 
courſe, running round a buſh, large 
ſtones, or tree; chirping its. intri- 
eate meanders | into che poo) below: 
15 while 
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white the negligent path on its 

margin, under the umbrage of the 
copſe, creeps between the thinlix 
ſcattered trees; ſome young and 
flouriſhing; others crooked and old, 
lanting over the babbling current, 
and quivering in the breeze. — 
Chearfulneſs, in the Lover's walk, 
hovers about you whereever you 
_ tread; and though ſolitary, it knows 
no gloom: yet, will the urn, as you 
paſs it, in a ſhrubby angle, when 
you are ſenſible of the occaſion, 
demand the tribute of a figh. 


This urn originally was richly | 
| gilt, and placed | here in -remem- jt 
brance of a young lady, a relation 
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of Mr. Shenſtone, whom he much 
loved, and whoſe death he moſt 
| . lamented. - 

: ö ' Peramabili fax webbi, 
e ee ee , 


T0 his moſt amiable coukin, - 
MA R 1 A | D OLMAN. 


on the other fide: x 
Ah MARIA! 


' Puellarum clegantiſſima 2 
Ah. flore venuſtatis abrepta, . 
Vale! V 

. 1 quanto minus eſt 
* Cum reliquis exe, att 
Quam t tui f 
Meminiſſe! 


5 | Ah N AR IAT | 4 * 
The moſt elegant of maidens; 


Alas! ſnatch d away inn 


The bloom of beauty; 0 
. nels 
How much leſs Pegg there is in 1 
Than! in remembering * # jo 


The . in 4 comes 3 | 


hence, ſtill continues within the. 


covert of the copſe in gradual aſ- 
cent, retired and cloſe ; till an 


opening (though it is now partly 


grown up) leads the eye over va- 
riegated ground to a glimpſe of 
the houſe among the trees, and 
ſcenes of cultivation beyond, riſing 
VP. the woody ſides of Clent---- 


F 6 chen 
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a chearful view, ſucceeded ſoon 


foot of a precipice; with this line. 


; „ 
4 x A F J ; 6% i 2 F * a ” 


Divine oblivion of low-thoughted care. 


+> * 


This ſeat may be conſidered as a 
reſting place; adapted to contem- 
plate the ſavage, gloomy wildneſs, 


that every way ſurrounds it. The 


deſigner, always attentive to the 
minuteſt object, perhaps ſometimes 


too affectedly ſo, never ſaw, even 


a buſh, or tree, which ſtruck his 
fancy, but he would attempt to 


raiſe it into conſequence. From the 


above ſeat nothing is viſible but the 
_— declivities of thoſe hills. 
alas mentioned 
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mentioned before on the outſide of 
the farm, overſpread with bram- 
bles, and a few ſcattered trees, in; 
and about their ſides; the miſera- 
ble remains of a carol Fe 
Wa. _ 0 


8 a now the hill becomes Pp 
exceedingly precipitate, that the 
path is obliged to be led almoſt 
in parallel lines, to obviate the 
difficulty of attaining the ſummit; ; 
but before you arrive there, a very 
welcome ſeat offers itſelf on a ridge 
of rock, ſhady and pleaſant, look- 
ing once more from obſcurity and 
gloom, to the lively counte- | 
nance of varied landſcape, _ 

t 


* * 
A, 8 Leiſure 
” * x : 4 +. * 4 . 
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This view is very ſtriking ---- 
you look down upon the Leaſowes, 
its manſion, grove-decked lawns, 
and a glimmering of water; from 
whence opens a rich expanded area 
full of life and paſtoral beauty; in 
which, deep in the valley, among 
Plantations of firs and other trees, 
che Grange, the ſeat of the late lord 
Dudley, ſtands a capital ornament 
in can rorak 8 


. 


on i back of this bar you oil 
fre theſe lines: 


. N Hic las ene 


Speluncæ. vivique lacus, hic frigida tempe, 
MNMugituſque boum, molleſque ſub arbore 


. a * Pp 8 ; 
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Leiſure and eaſe, in groves and coling 
_ . vales, » 

Grottos. and bubbling brooks and 45 
8 ſome dales; "ET | 


The. lowing, oxen, and the bleating hep. | 


And under - branching trees, delicious 
ſleep. + 


25 | | | f 5 0 A K T O N. 


The ſhady walk now regains its 
former artleſs turn, riſing boldly 


up the declivity, to a ſmall bench 
that gives, in pretty contraſt to the 
laſt ſcene, a few green fields only; 
which having paſſed, now opens to 
| a long viſta, terminated by an ol] 
an gothic n 


| 


This avenue runs N the 


midſt-of the hanging wood, finely 
| 3 . over- 


* : 
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overſhaded; and though in a direct 
| line loſes ſomething of its ſtiffneſs 
in the waving of the baſe; but is 


altogether much beneath the well- 
known elegant t taſte of the defi igner. 


* A ae of different * 
mingled with hollies, and other 
thickning buſhes on each Ide, 
| Confine the eye; till about the 
centre, when yon unexpectedly 
_ drop upon a handſome gothic ſear = 
on an eminence, where; through 
a glade that ſevers the wood, it 
is led over another part of the 
farm to a large ſheet of water, in 
the depth of a luxuriant valley, 
oy e adorned with 
5 vs, | 
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woods, and paſture. grounds, to the 


fiſter hills of Clent, prominent, 


delicious, and inſinuating. Lone 
might make compariſons ; and 
1 80 will e one ay be e 


"_ reluctantly guittgl this beau- 


titul ſcene, and walked — the old 


rough hewn building, ſeen from 7 


the entrance of the viſta, which 


1 called als 22" 1 hz; 


8 12 
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The TEM PLE a6 PAN, 


by 
wal : 


5 e tis auen 400 Kane 
ed with a nn of . the Tibia __ 


Sprinx. | 
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Fan primus calamos cera conjungere plures 
Edocuit.; Pan curat oves, oviumque ma- 


2 Fs ; 
L 4 . p 3 
— ue > * 4 3 


— — te "Twas le Pan, ; 4 
To join with wax the various reeds began; 
Pan, the great god of all our ſubject plains, 
Protefts and loves the cattle. and ho 

ſwains. : 7 

| * 44/0 WAR TON. 
It is evident that this formal line, 
and two or three other things, were 
the firſt efforts of the deſigner's 
genius: but we are to ſuppoſe: he 
was well aware of the, deformity, 
by his implicit adherence ever after 
wholly ro the ſimplicity of nature. 
---It is true, it bears no relation to 
PIE 2 ö 9 any 


THE'LEASOWES.' 97 

- any other part, and is indiſputably 
a blot to the Leaſowes; but it is a 
blot that poſſibly might yet be 
| eaſily eraſed; and it is aſtoniſhing 
to me, after his taſte had taken 
ſuch a different turn, that he did 
not make it the . of his at- 
tention. 


he viſta is the only object from 
this building. But before I lead 
+ you down the precipice, you muſt 
follow me once more to the out- 
ſide of the farm; where, perhaps, 
| ſomething may riſe to create new 
pleaſures. Adieu. n this 
in my next. | 


Tours EK&c. 
LETTER 


———— . ²˙ o en, > re ters on 
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NE cannot os lig b 12 4 
AZ man of genius, who has the 
will, and who actually does, wich 
much ſtudy, labour, and expence, 
make his domain ſo exceedingly 
beadtiful, as to fill every eye that 
looks -upoa it with wonder and 
delight; and at the ſame time, who 
is ſo amiably diſpoſed, as to be 
highly gratified in ſeeing the un- 
diſtinguiſhed, as well as nn! in- 
diſcriminately walk, enjoy it 
with the utmoſt Reed om ---- that 


"THE LEASOWES. 33 


res, not his own, from executing 
z ſmall deſign, that would have 
— 9 In its conſequence. 2117 
„ . 5 Er L 13 * 2 204 1213 
This was exactly the caſe with 
Mr. Shenſtone, in regard to Muck- 


low hill; —-+ Which, had he been 


have ſeen the wood, that now ends 
fo abruptly at Pan's building, di- 


miniſh-gratually up to the level of 


the terrace, and terminate at 4 
fancy ſeat, when unexpectedly, one 
of the moſt magnificent- ſcenes in 
nature would burſt V r WW 


* 
Le EO 


Ce 
[ 


he ſhould be confined by a few | 


Upon 


i 

. 

My 

| 

| 

: 

.* 
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VU pon leaving the temple of Pan, 
you will find a ſmall path wind in 
the. moſt recluſe manner, through, 
the wood, to a gate; when you 
enter . che 1 in e 


4 


MI. W rather mY be 
x6adlly: deprived of the power” of 
| ſhewing his friends the ſplendid. 
view this hill affords, gave an an- 
nual acknowledgement for a gravel 

walk which ran along the top of 

the ridge; and J remember a n 
ak with wk anneal , 


11 85 Dan en Wente Fe 
| The + divine gory of, the country. 


Divine 


wy 
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Divine indeed you ſtand not 

here as on the top of Clent, or on 
the ſummit of the Sheep walk at 
Envil, in the centre of an im- 
menſe circle !---- this enchanting 
| proſpect lies all before you; com- 
_ poſed of a chain of ſurrounding 
hills, ſloping gradually. on every 
| fide, forming a circumference, and 
a concave that would make de- 
ſcription poor --- - dazzlingly. deep, 

and comprehending at one glance, 
the whole of the objects, viſible in 
part. only from the various points I 
| have before led you: while the 
ſweeping valley below, rwiſting 
and loſing itſelf among projecting 
hills, woods, ſudden declivities, 


* — 
* 
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and a beautiful horizon beyond, of 
dufky mountains, at an immenſe 
diſtance, bound one of the moſt 
delicious views $476 ever dwelt 


- > - 
I s. 7 * = PR . 
0 7 " th.” ** 17 


7 


. ene 0 1 ee 
back again to the temple of Pan 
— followed the zig-zag down the 
buſhy declivity ſtopped a mo- 
ment at a ſylvan bench, and after 
walking ſome time under a tall 
hawrhorn hedge mingled with la- 
burnams, and through a new, well-. 
_ plantation of different 
I found a handſome ſeat 
aa tall pines, where I fat in 
pleaſure, eontemplating the rural 
feene before me. 


»- 


o 
/ 1 
7 
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No diſtant object here intru des 
to take your attention from chis 


juſtly celebrated farm, ſmiling in 


all the perfection of paſtoral-beau+ 


ty · not in ſoft moſſy lawn, mown 
for no other uſe than to pleaſe the 


eye, or trimmed up in the glare of 


pompous imagery, ſhewing the 
carved, vaſe, or ſumptuous. temple 


--- but in the chaſte humility of 5 
domeſtic and ſylvan harmony - in 


fields glorying in < the milky hei · 


fer, - and deſerving *ſteed” ---- 1n 


groves to give them ny refreſh- 
| ing ſhade. * | | 4 


5 


h variety never 1 13 


itſelf ſo graceful as here, nor ever 


exhibited ſtronger powers to fix 


the 


* 1 1 ah 
— — — — — > 
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the moſt languid attention — the 


grounds taking a fine ſweep in a 


gentle fall, tufted with lofty ſpread- 
ing beeches, limes, and elms — 
riſing again, into a fir-crowned 
knole— beyond, into a wood-co- 


vered, narrow valley, diſcovering 


falls of water, and buſhing out the 


fields in front, --- others diſtin- 
guiſhable behind, boldly clnding 


round the houſe, to the emboſomed 


alcove; from whence a winding 


thicket takes the eye up to high 
farzy ground, diſcovering a houſe 
by the ſide of ſome pines, and end- 
ing in part of a hanging wood on 


7 A oY — 


= 


3 
8 
* Such 
* 


— 


THE LEASO WES. 106 


Buch a ſcene of rural magnifi- 
cence, fills the eye with ineffable 
delight; and enforces one to be- 
lieve the obſervation to be juſt, 
that thoſe who are ſo ſenſible, as to 
prefer the calm, rational abodes of 
retirement, to the vain pageantry, 
and diſlipated revels, attending the 
ſphere of greatneſs, are always 
found to be moſt happy. ----So I 
know ſpeaketh my friend ; ---- he, 
who never knew from the zra of his. 
retirement, . a ſad, or ſolitary hour. 
Before you quit this ſeat, and, 
as you walk from it, let me re- 
mind you of the fine effect a ruin 
would have upon thoſe high furzy 
5 en 
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Where 1 before hinted 
foch an ichbetlif@men was want- 
ing---darkened behind by a cloſe 
plantation of ever-greens, and other 4 
trees, running into the cavities; 
and round their brows, to che ad- 
joining wood. --- Was-ſuch an ope- 
ration to take place, how complete 
_— be ce ae! * : 


The agreeable toes of no- 
velty, are apparent wherever you 
tread; and though landſcape reſts 
partly on the ſame objects, you 
cannot keep your eye from it, till 
you arrive at a ſeat under a clump 
of firs and yews, dedicated to the 
late lord Lyttelton, when you will 
; find a 1 808 variation. 5 


To 
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To the ſcenery of the Iz is 40 
died, the Whole front of the eb 4 
hanging wood, With its white al- 

cove, peeping through the glade; 
and as vour eye is led down the 
woody dingle, between the ſwells of 
the lawn, it will be ſtruck with three 
or more beautiful caſcades, bet- 
ter ſeen than before, guſhing, from, 
the gloomy bed of thicket, loſing. 
their ſtreams within a grove that 
covers the bottom of the valley, in 
crouded confuſion. 


"3 


| In | deſcending. more towards this! 
boſom of the valley, we find bur , 
little variation, excep at a ſeat 
where the caſcades are no longer 
G2 viſible, 


* * l — 


Me may 4 lojly: view and e 
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42 —. 


viſible, changing to a glimpſe of 
water, among the trees, with, a 
lovely ſweep of ground up to the 
hanging wood, and bare rocky de- 


clivities. . There uſed to appear 


. 
n F * = f 
* * a * * 4 N 1 — 1 % EC 78 * 9 
f e . 
% 


Rura mihi et rigui cent in vallibus 
rr: 


| amnes, | 


Flumina amem. Maſque inglorivs! 8 
a £ . j 7 1 10 } * 


1 


j pleaſe, n 1 


And Lindi rivers, and 1 esl. 
8 A R 1 0 N, 


r 


"Na" now PR that cele- 
brated receſs, whoſe unrivalled 


charms will not only fill vou 
Vith 
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with admiration; but will alſo draw 
a tacit confeſſion from you, that 
none but a genius like Shen- 
ſtone s, could poſſibly bring to 
ſuch perfection. — This I think 
you will acknowledge, when you 


become acquainted with the buſy 
and chexrful ſcenery of 


v = 65 GR 65 I” 


An'e exertion of the moſt lively 
and poetic fancy, diſcovers itſelf 
in every of its mazes it exactly 
marks the mind of the deſigner; 
the delicacy of his paſtoral ideas; 
and is a proof, when genius and | 
good ſenſe combine in any opera- 

6.2, tion, 
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64 RO 


. © * 


to rhe moſt. inſignificant. — From a 5 
once : rude, vplightly, ſwampy glen 1 


S 


of the Leaſowes; 5 — 0 happily | is it 


featured by the hand of taſte — 10 


exquiſitely ſet off to create illuſive 
ideas; that he muſt have very in- 


fipid feelings. Jndeed, who, is not 
ſtruck with the air of enchantment 


| | it carries, and think himſelf within 


the. bowers Ef a et Eyſum. 0 L 


"Wy. entrance intp this inimitable 
ſcene as through a ſmall picker, 


0 df ts; 


when was immediately ſaluted 


1 an obeliſk, under the ſhade of 
old 


ec 3 
* 7 * 
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old oaks, dedicated to the poet 
from, whence the grove deriveth its 


name. 
14 
. 
* 


| Genio P. VIRGILI maronis 
Lapis iſte cum luco- 


Sacer eſto... 


| To the genius of VI RGIL, 
Be this obeliſk and grove dedicated. 


In ruining down the loping. ITE 
path, 1 ſtood — ſtood involuntarily. .... , 


—— 


to gaze about me I approached - '- - 


Celeberrimo Poetz 
JACOBI T H OMS O N. 
Prope fontes illi non faſtiditos 
7 G. 8. | 
Sedem hanc ornavit. 


„ an 
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To the ay > : 
JAMES THOMSON, 
i theſe fountains which he delighted 1 in, 
| WILLIAM SHENSTONE, 

| Raiſed this ſeat, _ hs 


Quz abi quæ tali reddam pro carmine 
dona? 

Nam neque me tantum venientis ſibilus 

aaauſtri, | 

Nec percuſla juvant fluctu tam litora, 

5 nec quæ = 

5 Saxofas inter decurrunt flumina 5 

| 2 kb 

bo What thanks, what recompence, can my 

weak lay, 

For ſuch exalted ſtrains as thine repay ? 

Not from freſh whiſpers « of the ſouthern 

breeze, 


_ gentle Uaſhings of the calmeſt ſeas ; 
3 . 2 Nor 


Nor from the 1 murm' ring ile, ſuch joys 


1 feel, | 
That Sliding dc down the pebbly valleys Real. 


WARTON. 


Thus the inſcription 10 hs 
find PIE ack of this bench. 


The whole of the grove here 
N opens in all its glory; — your eye, 
| greedy to catch every object at a 
gl ance, knows not where to reſt; 

for to fix its predominant beauty i is 
impoſſible it is all beauty, and 
that, productive of every thing to 
fire the imagination, and faſten the 
eye in delight. | 


The 
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The boldeſt object in a remote 


extremity, through a natural, viſta, 


is 2 noble caſcade, plunging. down 
a rude ſhelve of rock, within a ſort 
of grot, darkened and overſhaded 


by thicket and ſhrubs; the fall is 


bold, luxuriant, and ſonorous, na- 


turally forming a frothy baſon be- 


low; on the brink of which, a 


Venus, ſuppoſed either going to 
lave, or juſt emerged, ſtands in 


modeſt attitude, ſeemingly liſten- 
ing, and conſcious. of her expoſed. 
charms. The ſtream from this ba- 
ſon, loſes itſelf for ſome paces, ap- 


pearing again, ,gently gliding --- 


then ruſhes; Wh a bed of einders, 


and large , divides, forms a 
| ſmall 


N 


: —_ 
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— —— 


ſmall iſland, becomes again ſmooth 
now rolling down another fall, 

abrupt and rocky till calm again, 
it ſlowly meanders, under 2. ſimple 
arch, and empties itſelf into a lake 
bel ow. elimmering amon 8 che 
tr es. 


1 oppoſi te, appears. a 
groteſque fountain, dripping its 
ſhower from the crevices of a rough 
rocky niche, grown over with 


ſcummy aquatic weeds — behind 


this, and indeed the whole dell it- 
ſelf on every fide, is cloſely fea- 
thered with thicket; while within 
its almoſt perpendic ban 
TW; are filled with” ſtacely 


ſpreading 


: 
A . 
1 
. PI 
2 
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Hits trees mixed with copſe 
wood, ſlender and tall, promiſcu- 
ouſly dropped in artleſs confuſion ; 
theſe interweaving their branches 
within the arms of the larger foreſt 
oaks and beeches, throw a ſolemn 


gloomy caſt around, impervious 


to the ſun, except by ſome caſu- 
al openings, where his rays dart 
through, and beautifully chequer 
the fu rface of the ground. with its 
enlivening contraſt. | 


Filled with We" delt ach 
tion, I moved ſlowly from hence to 


another ſeat a little from me, on a 


ſlope, backed by a large oak and 
root ; | where I found theſe lines: 
0 let 
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O let me haunt this peaceful ſhade, 
Nor let ambition cer invade 

The tenant of this leafy bow'r, 

That ſhuns ber 202 and * her 


por. 


H the Pee Halcyon Wes, 
Frum focial meads, and ample ſkies ; 
Pleaſ'd by this rill, her courſe to ſteer, 


And hide her ſapphire plumage | here. 


The trout, | bedropt with i ids 
Forſakes the river s proud domains; 
Forfakes the ſun's unwelcome gleam, 
To lurk beneath this humble ſtream. 


— 14 


8 he Naiad, lay, 1 1 


Flow, flow my ſtream this devious way 12 


Tho' lovely ſoft thy murmurs are, 
Thy v waters g, cool, and fair: : 


N 


1 4-8 & 
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Flow W 1 nor let: 5 win 
Thy ſmall | anſully'd_ ſtores diſdain; . _ 
Nor let the; penſive ſage repine, 
Whole latent courſe reſembles thine. 


nearneſs of this ſear to the taſt has 
been ſo much objected to, As to 
cauſe lone reflection on the de- 
ſigner's taſte, meerly becauſe it was 
thought a reſting place, there, un- 
neceſſary --- 2 reſting place how 
careful ſhould every man be in 
_ making himſelf perfectly acquaint- 
ed with 4 work, before he 88 
ſumes, in any reſpett, to criti= 
ciſe !—how, would Mr. Shenſtone _ ; 
have laughed at, pitied, and deſpi- 
ſed ſuch miſerable commentators. 
"hp 0 One 
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One would imagine It palpable 


to every eye, for what purpoſe this 


ſpot was choſen to draw the ſpec- 


tator to---ſurely to ſhew the diver- 
A, taſte, and what the natural ge= 
nius of the place had to give, with- 


in the diſtance of a few pace 


Ir is true, the great caſcade is 
ſtill viſible partly in the ſame light 
as before: but if you will obſerve, 


this bench is meant to look down 


the grove—to catch the rambling 


mazes of the rivulet in a differ- 


ent character, ſtealing more quietly 


along in careleſs ſimplicity : no 


_ no obeliſk, no dripping foun- 


yn all are artfully excluded 


while 
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while the green ſloping banks, the 
noble trees that adorn. them, and 
the calm lake beyond, are more 
pleaſingly diſtinguiſhed. _ So hap- | 
pily did the deſigner, know how 
to vary, diſpoſe, and give novelty 
to every thing he undertook. 
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more into the boſom of the grove; 


- - the arch, and lake beyond, full be- 


fore me, --- But on approaching to 


the former, I was invited by a ſmall i 


bench that looks again up the 


dell, to a new and pleaſing ſcenery; 
— - indeed, variety extends itſelf 7 


wherever you tread ; and among 
on H , 


Follow the path, as it 
1 abruptly turns between the 
| ſteep, tree-ſtudded banks, I was led 
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the moſt inducing here, your eye 
will drop upon the ſurgy falls of 
the ſtream, rambling among the 
trees, as beautiful as natural; and 

what is ſufficiently powerful to 
give it a ſtriking conſequence, 
without its deriving any e 
from the Principal o one above. i 


A 88 * he wh, 
which having paſſed, the path runs 
into a gloomy wilderneſs, darkened 
by yew trees on the edge of the 
| lake, to a root houſe in a melan- 
choly obſcurity ; 3 where you will 
pleaſe yourſelf with reading the 
following well-adapted lines: 55 


2 


p . 8 Here 
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Keie in cool grot and moſly cell, x 
We rural fays and factics dwell! - 
Tho' rarely ſeen by mortal eye, ” 
When the pale moon, aſcending high, | 
Darts thro' yon lines her quiv' ring dene, 
We friſk it near ale u ſtreams. 


Her 88. reflected ro” the vave, 835 
 Aﬀord the light our revels crave; | 
The turf with daiſies broider'd o'er, 
Exceeds; we wot, the Parian flour: 
Nor yet ſor artful firains we call, 

Bat lien to the waters fall. 


" =. 


Would you-then taſte our tranquil ſcene, 
Be ſure your boſoms be ſerene; | 


Devoid of hate, devoid of Rr 


Devoid of all that poiſons life; 
And much it vails you, in their place, 
To rb the love of human race. 


H C:- | And 


" 
* —— — — m —— . — + 


* 
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And Me” with awe Keke favour'd bowes. . 
Nor wound de W nor wn the 


Ros fe m 
So may your path with beet abound; 3 
$0 may your couch with reſt be crow d! 
ZBut harm betide the wayward yy 

Who'd dares our r hallow 4 haunts e 


Being e to 5 tread the ads 
ground again to enjoy the other 
part of the grove is rather diſa- 
greeable, and diſcovers ſomething 
wrong. in the deſign; yet you will 
| ſee by its confined fituation a re- 
medy impracticable--- But there is 
ſome apology for this ; the compa- 
ny who go up to the houſe firſt, 


are commonly led down the lawn 
Fu NC DARTS | into 


* 
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into the grove to this walk, pur 
| poſely to avoid the awkwardneſs of 
the return above-mentioned: ---- 
yet I. am fully perſuaded, no part 
of the vale ought to be diſcover- 
ed, till we enter it unexpettedly | 
at Virgil's obeliſk. — The Priory- | 
gate is the only proper opening to 
the Leaſowes; and perhaps it would 
be as well, if both the cell and 
walk were unknown; for my own. 
part, I could never ſee any thing 
in either ſo alluring, as to have 
the power of weakening * an 
gg 


Wn emerging from this dead SY 


een track, I ſtepped again (om 


WM 3 into 
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into the more n receſſes 
of the grove. "ee | 


4 


| PR by the artleſs path now 
lingering, now turning to every in- 
viting object — the dropping foun- 
tain called me to its brink, to ad- 
mire it in a nearer view. 1 found 
it whimſical, and pretty, dripping 
from the crevices of moſs- grown 
ſtones, into a ſmall clear baſon be- 
low — and in a delicious ſpot 2 
little farther, I was fettered to a 
bench, from whence beauty ſtole 
upon me, in features, new, and 
not leſs deſirable than any other. 
On this ſeat Mr. eee _ 
thele lines. Canis if 


| 55 


Sweet Naiad, in this cryſtal wave, 


Thy beauteous limbs with freedom lave; | 


By friendly. ſhades encompaſſ d, fly 
The rude approach of vulgar eye; 
vet grant the courteous, and the kin, 


. To trace thy footſteps unconfin'd; 


And grant the ſwain thy charms to ſee, 


: Who form'd * WN ſhades for thee. | 


A lively miniature of 1 
opens to a brook, ſtealing along 


che midſt of the valley; and to 
ſteep declivities, ſmooth ſnorn and 


mantled with large foreſt trees, in 
the moſt pictureſque confuſion, — 
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* 


che great one above is intirely ſe- 


cluded by ' buſhy projecting banks, 
and your ſituation renders the falls 
r  -- M 


% 
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of the leſſer ones inviſible yet 
dee ſoft murmurs of theſe, and 
 * the more ſonorous daſhings of the 
| other, vibrate on the ear; while the 
delighted eye rambles with the 5 
ſmooth gliding current, twining 
among ſpindling trees, and ſhrubs 
Lor repoſes upon other invita- 
tions, that every Mey rus: into 
view. n | e 


2% 


7; From hence the path takes a 
ſolitary turn to the great caſcade, 
roaring within a grot of ſeeming- 5 
ly natural rock, ſcooped out in the 
moſt artleſs form, thickly encloſed 
vith buſnes, ſome pendent over the 
3 of the rock, Wen with 


+5 a 1 ever 


\ 
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_ evergreens and foreſt trees, hang- 
ing over the baſon below while 
to give, in ſtronger colours its cha- 
racter as a grotto, a rude ſeat, com- 
poſed of ſtone, under-rugged roots | 
| is introduced with ſtrict propriety 
an addition, though perhaps not 
much called for, yet has a pleaſing 
effect ---- and here you will find 
how judiciouſly the deſigner always 

choſe his inſcriptions. „00 


Intus aquæ dulces, vivoque ſedilia la 
Nymphen den e -. „ 


The haunt of Nereids fram d by nature's 
Where poliſt'd ſeats appear of living ſtone, 
And * nn 
WARTON. 


On 


* A DESCRIPTION-OF 

On the brink of the baſon ap- . 
8 pears the ſtatue of Venus, to whom : 
I found the — verſes ad- 25 

a 


-uh T6 EY Venus here retir 5K 
My fober vows I pay: 
: 5 Not her on Paphian A admir' d, 
| The bold, the pert, the gay. 8 


A... Not her whoſe am rous leer prevail - 
I To bribe the Phrygian boy ; 5 
Not her who, clad i in armour, fail'd 
« F reſh riſing from the foamy tide, 
SBhe every bolom warns; ;; 
While half withdrawn ſhe ſeems to hide, | 
And bal reveals ber charms. 


| Las W ye boaſtful ſons of taſte, 5 
9 eee | 
2 | * Learn 
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Learn hence to ſhun-the vicious waſte 
Ol pomp, at large diſplay'd. 
Let fweet concealment's magic i 
Your mazy bounds invelt ; 
And while the fight unveils a part, 
Let fancy paint the reſt. | 
Let coy reſerve with colt unite, 
Ĩ0o grace your wood or field; 
No ray obtrulive pall the fight, 

u ought you plant, or build. 
* And far be driven the ſumptuous glare 
Of gold, from Britiffi groves; | 
And far the meritricious air 
| Of China's vain alcoves. | 
"Tis baſkful beauty ever wines 

The moſt coercive chain; 

_ *Tis ſhe, that fovereign rule declines, 
Who belt deſerves to reign.” 


# 
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a his ſtatue ' uſed to appear FI 
Mr. Shenſtone s time, near the 
brink of a baſon of gold fiſh, in the 
5 ſhrubbery : and if ſuch embelliſh- 

ments are agreeable any where, a 
garden certainly is the moſt proper 
for them. In places, particular- 

N ly here, where art is hid with ſo 

much caution, and nature in every 

operation ſo ſcrupulouſly attended 
to, I cannot be convinced, but 

80 ſtatues are too licentious.--- Should 

you diſſent from this opinion, you 

will conclude, that the lines, Sweet 

Naiad, &c. which now appear on 

A tree near Virgil's obeliſk, allude 

very well to it, in view there --- but 

| there needs no figure, I-think, any 


where | 


PETE L 
4 : 7 


N 
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where in this receſs, to ſtrengthen 
ideas its romantic nn. natu- 
rally mene 2-8 


And now, ah a. lang attention 


to the many beauties of this ſcene, 


enjoying the grateful coolneſs that 


ſurrounded me, from the humidity 
occaſioned by the turbulent plunge 
of the water, I ſtepped to a ſmall 


pyramidical ruſty - coloured rock, 


from whence iſſues a chalybeate 


ſpring; and on a block of ſtone 


over it 1 found 


Fons r 
Dive quæ ſeceſſu iſto 
PFruĩ conſedit 
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13 — 


The chalybeste fpring dis eg : 


1 the goddeſs of health | 
In this mc FR ray oh 
: — . ; 


1 is 108 up a nech ben, ve | 
eave this inimitable grove, turn- 
| ing behind the caſcade open to a 
reſervoir, fringed with trees and 

- buſhes; and beyond to cer _—_ 
and tufis « of wood.” 2 a 


bt let me outive; Mr. Wien 
tone s taſte in the whole is ſo ad- 
mirably diſplayed, that in preſum- 
ing to think any thing faulty, 1 
poſſibly may be cenſured for being | 
rather too forward in my obſerva- 
tions; ver, L judge, one might 
* LES. : venture 
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venture to affirm, no part of gar- 
dening can authorize any operation 
to expoſe a reſervoir, though to it 

were added a thouſand beauties ; ; 


and as. Mr. Shenſtone paid fo ſtrict 
an attention to the hiding of every 


one heretofore, to diſcover. this at 

1 laſt, i 1s, 1n my opinion, a convincing 
proof that the deſign is not PAY 

or, admitting it to be his, I ſhauld 


_ apprehend he never meant it to be 


ſeen, but that this path was only ; 


a private communication to the 
grove occaſional ally tor himſelf. 


Be it as ĩt 0 ; as no other en 
1 ſo proper or agreeable as this, to 

| paſs from the valley - had the 

„„ N bank 


b 
| 


4” wear eee? om +, ahrecith.. 7 


* 
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bande we croſs been ſufficiently 
broad, ſo as to have admitted a 
cluſter of evergreens, or other 
. ſhrubs, to hide the reſervoir, and 

| raiſed high enough for a ſtream to 

| roll. down a ſtoney break, under a 

|. _ © ſmall. arch, or a ſimple * ö 

| . would have ſtood mute. 


.* 


_— —— Hs — a A 
R A, * 7 
* * 1 4 i... 2 
— 
r T AA ——_—_—_—__ 
— . "0 
00 g . 
11 * 2 
> = a d 
9 
Y = * WW 
—_——z 
_ x © "SIS 
Pay, 1 
, ”  —_— 
5 


1 found on a bak b her, this 
me: 1 an 


| Claudite jam rivos a fat prati biberunt 
s 3 - 


— — The Grenms „ N 
. the floods have drench' d the 


en plain. a 


\ . 


- 


| WARTON. 


* 


en hence the ak takes a fine | 
nee up the — cent on whoſe 
_ brow 
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| brow ſtands the "houſe *; lately 


7 erected by Mr. Horne; who has a 


ſhewn his taſte in preferring a mo- 
deſt elegance in the architecture, 
inrirely conſiſtent, and in character 


with the ſimplicity of che Leaſowes. 


The ſituation is the moſt lovely 
one imaginable, in the midft of the_ 
farrn, Secured from the north and 
eaſtern winds by a theatre " of rang. 
ing hilts and woods, with à beauti- 

ful opening in front to the town of 

Hales, the Clent hills, the valley, 
and to a great part of that variety 


| n fall ſhrubbery, that ſereensa part of 
2 the houſe, uſed to appear two. ſeats, inſcribed 


to the frlendfhip and merit of My. Jago and 


Mur. Graves, to of Mr. -Shenſtone's; particu- - 
Ar friends: from whence the landſcape, viſible 


r 


* 


| 
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of landſcape, 1 have endeavoured 
A > 


5 


3 


een thi mate: acai 1 


| 3 reſts, on its ſimplicity; and 


this is preſerved by the powers of 


0 the deſigner in ſuch purity, and 


ry trace of art ſo cautiouſly con- 


9 5 cealed, that the moſt _ diſcerning 
eye is at a loſs where to fix upon 


it, though!1 it muſt be imagined, ſo 


many charms, could not riſe wary 
.out en 1 labour, and 
d 


Indeed Mr. Sben done was too 


: well acquainted with the juſt prin- 


- * This gentleman died/in the year 1763, 


and lies interred in Hales-Owen church - yard. 
—A very handſome urm is placed in the 
VV ciples 
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eiples of gardening, ever to thwart, 
or recede from nature's laws. A 


Weſt end of the church to his memory, thus | 
inſcribed : | Ee” 


* Whoe'er thou art, with reverence tread | 
' Theſe ſacred manſions of the dead— = 
- Not that the' monumental buſt, 
Or ſumptuous tomb HERE guards Fe, aut 
Of rich or great: (let wealth, rank, birth, 
Sleep undiſtinguiſh'd in the eartk; ; 
This ſimple urn records a name 


= That ſhines with more exalted fame. 


-  - Reader! if genius, , taſte refin'd, 15. 

; . of mind; bs Toes - 

If virtue, ſcience, manly ſenſe 4 1 

Ik wit, that never gave offence; 
The cleareſt head, the tendereſt heart, 

- In thy eſteem &er claim'd a part: 

. Ah! ſmite thy breaſt, and drop a tear, 

| Hor hey. The SHEA LOO duſt 

ies here. 1 . 


violation of character. ---- To have 
| ſtyled any part of it as a garden, or 


ont delicate flowers, and extra- 
5 geneous plants, would only have 
ſerved to ſpoil the whole of its de- 
| Gigs i Its liger, at and i its s beauty. 
„ But 


1 


5 man of his; nice judgment and taſte | 
could not but behold. art as mon- 
ſtrous, when otherwiſe uſed than as 

a handmaid to array the goddeſs 


in. gayer colours and that art, 
whenever ſhe preſumed to appear 
without the preſenee of her miſ- 
treſs, always rendered the nobleſt 


Sg e 


5 
"» 


The © e is to . e 
ed as a farm only, without the leaſt 


park, in fine ſhorn lawns, banks of 


Y 2 


| 


THE LEASOWES. "on 


But the powers of che defigner's ; 
ite, were too great. to lead him 
into error, particularly in capital 

points; nor do I fuppoſe any man, 
in his operations, was ever more 
happy in giving a ſucceſſion of va- 
riety, nor leſs ſo in the combi- 
nation of it. Without novelty, 
he was ſenſible, from his own feel- 
ings, that the moſt enchanting 
ſcenes, whether robed i in magnifi- 
cence, or beauty, would as they 
became more familiar, gradually 
loſe their charms; and the cautions 
he has taken reſpecting that, in the 
| Leaſowes, to obviate every objec- 
tion in keeping the attention alive, 
and the ſpirit of curioſity for ever on 


„ 
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the wing, are 50 yet you 
|. will never be able to diſcern how 
| he has accompliſhed it. This, 
L without mentioning any thing more 
is too great of itſelf not to declare 
the excellency of his taſte --- and 
in a word, the reputation of the | 
Leaſowes for being the moſt com- 
pleat Ferme Ornee that ever was 
formed, ſo long as it appears in 


that character, will never die. 


